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My brother, Fred, was born in 1947. With two generations of cellists preceding him in the family, we were all a bit surprised when
he decided to pursue this avenue of the music profession. Having taken lessons from our grandfather and mother, Fred went on
to study in New York and has remained a firm East Coaster. His career took him to major competitions as well as the Manhattan
recording studios and freelance circuit. He recently retired as principal cellist of the New York City Ballet after 50 years of service,
and he estimates that he has played The Nutcracker more than 1,600 times. Fred lives in New Jersey and has two children. The
Ravel work heard on this recording is one that he and I performed often when we appeared together in recital. Our mother,
Eleanor, was the coach.

Leonard Slatkin

Maurice Ravel (1875–1937)
Pièce en forme de habanera (1907) 
(arr. Paul Bazelaire [1886–1958] and Arthur Hoérée [1897–1986] for cello and orchestra) 
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Frederick Zlotkin
Cellist Frederick Zlotkin, a winner at the Geneva Music Competition, has
performed solo engagements with l’Orchestre de la Suisse Romande,
Minnesota Orchestra, New York City Ballet, National Symphony
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and St. Louis Symphony. He is a
member of the Lyric Piano Quartet and has appeared with the Chamber
Music Society of Lincoln Center, Aspen Music Festival, Ravinia Festival,
and Minnesota Sommerfest. For over 45 years, he served as solo cellist of
the New York City Ballet at Lincoln Center, and he performs regularly with
the New York Philharmonic. He has recorded for film and with artists such
as Frank Sinatra, Madonna, Aretha Franklin, and Neil Young. Zlotkin
studied with Gregor Piatigorsky, Leonard Rose, and Channing Robbins.
He earned his doctorate from The Juilliard School. His recording of Bach’s
Six Suites for Solo Cello, with full ornamentation, has been hailed as “one
of the most gratifying Bach performances on record” by Fanfare. A former
faculty member of Manhattan School of Music, Queens College, Hoff-
Barthelson Music School, and Brooklyn College of Music, he has served
as Music Director of the Montauk Chamber Music Society. For over 15
years, Zlotkin has performed at Ground Zero during the annual reading of
the names of the deceased from 9/11. In 2002 he recorded Korngold’s
Cello Concertowith his brother and the BBC Symphony Orchestra, and he
performed the same work with the National Symphony Orchestra in
Washington, D.C. At New York City Ballet, he has performed Walton’s
Cello Concerto (Peter Martins, choreographer), Tchaikovsky’s Rococo
Variations (Christopher Wheeldon, choreographer), and Shostakovich’s
Cello Sonata (Melissa Barak, choreographer) in addition to numerous
other solo and chamber music works.
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Manhattan School of Music

Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today the Manhattan School of Music (MSM) is
recognized for its more than 900 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate students who come from more than 40 countries
and nearly all 50 states; its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes musicians from the New
York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the musical, educational, cultural, and professional
worlds. The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of aspiring musicians, from its Precollege
students through those pursuing doctoral studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a range of
undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music school for children, the Precollege program continues to
offer superior music instruction to 475 young musicians between the ages of 5 and 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New
York City schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 students through its critically acclaimed
Distance Learning Program. www.msmnyc.edu
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Leonard Slatkin
Internationally acclaimed conductor Leonard Slatkin is Music Director Laureate of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO), Directeur Musical Honoraire of the Orchestre
National de Lyon (ONL), and Conductor Laureate of the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra. He maintains a rigorous schedule of guest conducting throughout the world
and is active as a composer, author, and educator. Slatkin has received six GRAMMY
awards and 35 nominations. His latest recording is the world premiere of Alexander
Kastalsky’s Requiem for Fallen Brothers commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
armistice ending World War I. Other recent Naxos releases include works by Saint-
Saëns, Ravel, and Berlioz (with the ONL) and music by Copland, Rachmaninov,
Borzova, McTee, and John Williams (with the DSO). In addition, he has recorded the
complete Brahms, Beethoven, and Tchaikovsky symphonies with the DSO (available
online as digital downloads). A recipient of the prestigious National Medal of Arts,
Slatkin also holds the rank of Chevalier in the French Legion of Honor. He has
received the Prix Charbonnier from the Federation of Alliances Françaises, Austria’s
Decoration of Honor in Silver, the League of American Orchestras’ Gold Baton Award,
and the 2013 ASCAP Deems Taylor Special Recognition Award for his debut book,
Conducting Business. A second volume, Leading Tones: Reflections on Music,
Musicians, and the Music Industry, was published by Amadeus Press in 2017. His
latest book, Classical Crossroads: The Path Forward for Music in the 21st Century
(2021), is available through Rowman & Littlefield. Slatkin has conducted virtually all the
leading orchestras in the world. As Music Director, he has held posts in New Orleans;

St. Louis; Washington, DC; London (with the BBC Symphony Orchestra); Detroit; and Lyon, France. He has also served as
Principal Guest Conductor in Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, and Cleveland. www.leonardslatkin.com
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Ravel’s Pièce en forme de habanera was a work that the young Leonard Slatkin and his
brother Frederick Zlotkin (longtime principal cellist of the New York City Ballet Orchestra)
would perform when they appeared together in recital, coached by their mother, the cellist
Eleanor Aller.  The album Slatkin Conducts Slatkin is available on Naxos 8.574352. 

Frederick Zlotkin, Cello
Manhattan School of Music Symphony Orchestra

Leonard Slatkin

1   Pièce en forme de habanera (1907) 
     (arr. Paul Bazelaire [1886–1958] 
     and Arthur Hoérée [1897–1986] 
     for cello and orchestra) 3:07
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