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Xiaogang Ye (b. 1955)

Xiaogang Ye is the founding dean of the School of Music, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, a professor
of the Central Conservatory of Music, and a music educator. Ye was a member of the National Committee of the tenth
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and a member of the Standing Committee of the eleventh,
twelfth and thirteenth CPPCC. He is currently vice chairman of the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, chairman
of the China Musicians Association, an international honorary member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
international chair in composition at the Royal Northern College of Music, distinguished professor of the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music and honorary professor of the Ukrainian National Tchaikovsky Academy of Music, among other
positions. He is one of the members of the Talents Project selected by the Publicity Department of the Communist Party
of China, and an expert who enjoys a special allowance from the State Council. Ye is a representative figure of
contemporary Chinese music and one of the most well-known composers in the country.

Ye is also the founder and artistic director of many music festivals, including Beijing Modern Music Festival. He has
composed a large number of works in a variety of genres, including symphonic, chamber, dance, drama and opera works,
as well as film and TV music. His works have been widely performed by orchestras in China and abroad.

Ye has been the recipient of many prestigious honours both in China and internationally, including a 2012 Guggenheim
Foundation Composer Award and a Wenhua Music Award from the China Ministry of Culture. He was also awarded First
Prize at the China Musicians Association’s Golden Bell Awards.

Ye is passionate about the promotion of music and national arts education. He is also an advocate for increasing
public awareness about protecting intellectual property, as well as encouraging cultural exchanges with the rest of the
world. There has been dramatic progress in these areas as a result of his efforts.

The Faint Gingko, Op. 92 (2019, rev. 2023)
Xiaogang Ye’s interest in mysterious and beautiful plants has led him to write many pieces inspired by subtropical flora.
The Faint Gingko is the latest work in this series, and previous pieces, including Lagerstroemia Indica, Scent of Green
Mango, Datura, Enchanted Bamboo and December Chrysanthemum have been performed across the globe.
Commissioned by Shanghai New Music Days and supported by the China National Arts Fund of the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism of the People’s Republic of China, the first version of The Faint Gingko was premiered at Istanbul Music
Festival by the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra on 30 June 2019, while the second version of the work was performed
by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl in 2021. The version included on this album was
specially rewritten for a performance at the Beijing Concert Hall, and could be regarded as The Faint Gingko ‘III'.
Mysterious and elegant, Gingko is the oldest tree species in the world. It is part of the gymnosperm group of trees, and
is native to China, with a history spanning hundreds of millions of years. The orchestral version of the piece expresses the
composer’s care and concern for nature. With unique harmonic language and refined and subtle orchestral timbral changes
the work expresses the curiosity that human beings have for the ancient, yet still unknown, things in this new century, the
concern for the interdependent relationship between human beings and nature, and humans’ longing for beauty.

Song of Farewell Without Words, Op. 61B (2010/18)
Song of Farewellis an opera in four acts composed in 2010 by Xiaogang Ye for a commission from the Beijing International
Music Festival Foundation. It was premiered at the Shanghai Grand Theatre and Beijing Poly Theatre in that same year, and



won high praise from the media, who hailed it as a piece of ‘exceptional sophistication and buoyance’ ... ‘bordering on
perfection’. By depicting the twist and turns in the careers, relationships and lives of an old-time theatrical troupe crew, the
opera, with rich humanistic warmth, is an in-depth exploration into the social context of its setting, and poses fundamental
questions about human nature. The composer furnishes the opera with exquisite textures, beautiful melodies and refined
orchestration, making it the sole and first opera piece that delves into desire, inspiration in art creation and death with
extraordinary symphonic novelty. It is fair to say that Xiaogang Ye fuels the plot with music that helps to fully reveal the
dramatic conflicts and personalities of the characters.

This latest Song of Farewell, in a version without words, marks a novel commission from the Shanghai Symphony
Orchestra. Ye removed all the vocal parts of the opera, retaining only the orchestral instrumental lines, and he didn'’t
make any special connections between the different movements while making the changes. This is similar to what
contemporary composers have done to Richard Wagner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen when they separated the orchestral
music from the vocal parts. The only difference between the two works may lie in the fact that it is possible to extract over
60 minutes of music from an epic opera such as The Ring that lasts 16 hours, whereas Xiaogang Ye confronts his
challenge by extracting about 42 minutes of orchestra music from his previously two-hour long opera. The latest version
without words of Song of Farewell retains the previous titles for the four acts and uses these for the four movements —
Encounter, Commitment, Turmoil and Farewell.

Arvid Li Translated from his Chinese text
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Prof. Xiaogang Ye and conductor Yang Yang during the recording sessions



Yang Yang

Born into a musical family, Yang Yang studied piano with Li Qifang. He went on to train as a conductor with Xu Xin and
Wu Lingfen, before being admitted to the Conducting Department of the Central Conservatory of Music (CCOM) as a
student of eminent conductor Yu Feng (president of the Central Conservatory of Music and vice president of the China
Federation of Literary and Art Circles). In 2006, Yang Yang became the first Chinese conductor to be awarded First
Prize at the Dimitris Mitropoulos International Competition for Conducting in Greece. Yang Yang is currently music
director and chief conductor of the China National Opera House, artistic director and chief conductor of Hangzhou
Philharmonic Orchestra and the artistic director of the CCOM'’s children’s symphony orchestra.

Hangzhou Philharmonic Orchestra

Hangzhou Philharmonic Orchestra (HPO) has established itself as one of the most outstanding symphony orchestras
in China. Its repertoire spans concert, opera, ballet, chamber and film music, and its performances and recordings have
garnered much critical acclaim. An impressive array of renowned musicians from China and around the world have
performed with the orchestra. Over the years, the HPO has promoted music in its home city as well as deepened
international cooperation and communication. The orchestra has received invitations to perform at nine international
music festivals, and toured 35 cities in 19 countries across Europe, Asia and South America, raising awareness of
Chinese culture and the ‘Hangzhou sound’. The orchestra has partnered with the board and Karajan Academy of the
Berliner Philharmoniker, The Philadelphia Orchestra and Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music. In September 2016, the
HPO successfully participated in the G20 Summit Evening Gala ‘Enduring Memories of Hangzhou’, giving an acclaimed
performance for the leaders of G20 and the directors of related world organisations, as well as other guests. In October
2019 the HPO was invited to perform as part of a huge orchestra comprising over 1,000 musicians at an evening gala
held to mark 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. www.en.hzpo.org
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Prof. Xiaogang Yé bétween cdnductor Yang Yang and sound engineer Jakob Handel



Xiaogang Ye has been awarded numerous prestigious honours and is regarded as one of
China’s leading contemporary composers. His interest in mysterious and beautiful plants has
led him to write many pieces inspired by subtropical flora — The Faint Gingko, the oldest tree
species in the world, represents an expression of Ye’s care and concern for nature. Heard here
in a version without words, Song of Farewell is an opera with exquisite textures, beautiful
melodies and refined orchestration, forming a unique work that delves into desire, inspiration
in artistic creativity, and death, with extraordinary symphonic originality.
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[1] The Faint Gingko, Op. 92

(iH LHIERZS) (2019, rev. 2023) 12:06

Song of Farewell Without Words, Op. 61B

(ARl «mk30» FCiAkR) (2010/18) 40:13
2] 1. Encounter (1Hi3) 10:35
[3]I1. Promise (L7i%) 7:49
II1. Turmoil (;iE) 6:36
[5]IV. Farewell (i£5l) 15:00
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