
CASSANDRA WRIGHT
with HARRY RYLANCE

In the Twilight

ROYAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC BICENTENARY SERIES



In the Twilight

CASSANDRA WRIGHT soprano

HARRY RYLANCE piano



 Samuel Barber (1910–1981)
1.  Knoxville: Summer of 1915, Op. 24   14:23

 Joseph Marx (1882–1964)
2.  Nocturne   3:31

 Claude Debussy (1862–1918)
3.  Apparition   3:27

 Edvard Grieg (1843–1907)
4.  Zur Rosenzeit (No. 5 of Sechs Lieder, Op. 48)   2:31

5.  Ein Traum (No. 6 of Sechs Lieder, Op. 48)   2:02

 Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897–1957)
6.  Sterbelied (No. 1 of Vier Abschiedslieder, Op. 14)   4:00

7.  Gefaßter Abschied (No. 4 of Vier Abschiedslieder, Op. 14)   3:28

 
 Samuel Barber
8.  Nocturne (No. 4 of Four Songs, Op. 13)   3:32

9.  Sure on this shining night (No. 3 of Four Songs, Op. 13)   2:35

 Timing total  39:32
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The Royal Academy of Music moves music forward by inspiring successive 
generations of musicians to connect, collaborate and create. It is the meeting 
point between the traditions of the past and the talent of the future.

The Academy has had an inestimable impact on British and international 
musical life by training outstandingly talented musicians for fulfilling careers 
for over 200 years. From its outset, Britain’s oldest conservatoire has been 
associated with some of the greatest names in music including Mendelssohn, 
Liszt and Sir Henry Wood. More recent alumni include Sir Elton John, Dame 
Evelyn Glennie, Sir Simon Rattle, Sir Harrison Birtwistle, Edward Gardner, Max 
Richter, Lucy Crowe, Sheku Kanneh-Mason and Jacob Collier.

Today 800 students from over 50 countries are enrolled on undergraduate, 
postgraduate and research programmes.
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Samuel Barber’s Knoxville: Summer of 1915, which was the initial 
inspiration for this collection of songs, evokes the innocence and wonder of 
childhood through its enchanting description of a carefree summer evening. 
We further explore the themes of night and the depths of human connection 
with two of Barber’s most beloved works from his Four Songs – a reflection on 
the mysterious and alluring nature of the nocturnal world.

The exploration of human longing is reflected in two richly coloured 
works from Abschiedslieder, written by the 23-year-old Korngold, who was 
profoundly impacted by the First World War and his forbidden romance with a 
young actress. Continuing towards the more hopeful and optimistic nature of 
night and dreams, we explore upli� ing songs by Marx, Grieg and Debussy.

A few words by Cassandra Wright
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